
St. Andrews Middle School  

Suggested Summer Reading List 

Rising 6th Grade 

Bridge to Terabithia—- Katherine Paterson  

Ten-year-old Jesse Aarons, who has lived all his life on a farm in Virginia, becomes friends with 

Leslie Burke, a "city girl" who has moved into a farmhouse down the road and opens doors to 

culture and imaginative play. But then tragedy strikes.  

          Lexile: 810      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 4.6, AR Pts: 5   

Wonder— R.J. Polacio  

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to 

survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, 

which entails enduring the taunting and fear of his classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another 

student.   

                     Lexile: 790      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 4.8, AR Pts: 11   

Roller Girl— Victoria Jamieson 

A graphic novel adventure about a girl who discovers roller derby right as she and her best friend are 

growing apart  

 Lexile: 440      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 3.2, AR Pts: 2   

 

Fish in a Tree— Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is because she still 

doesn't know how to read  

Lexile: 550      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 3.7, AR Pts: 7   

 

Garvey’s Choice— Nikki Grimes 

Preferring science and reading to the sports his father wants him to play, Garvey comforts himself with 

food and endures bullying before joining the school chorus, where he learns how to accept himself and 

bond with his father.  

 Lexile: 620      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 3.6, AR Pts: 1   

 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day— John David Anderson 

Loving their gifted teacher, who makes them feel like the indignity of school is somehow worthwhile, 

three boys are dismayed when the teacher falls ill and leaves for the rest of the school year, a situation 

that compels them to share their stories while cutting class and journeying across town together on a fate-

ful day.  

                         Lexile: 800      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 5.2, AR Pts: 11   
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El Deafo—- CeCe Bell  

The author recounts in graphic novel format her experiences with hearing loss at a young age, including using a bulky 

hearing aid, learning how to lip read, and determining her "superpower."  

 Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 2.7, AR Pts: 2   

     

Hour of the Bees— Lindsay Eagar  

At first, twelve-year-old Carol is not happy to be spending the summer helping her parents move her grandfather to 

an assisted living home, but as the summer wears on, she finds herself drawn to him, fascinated by his amazing sto-

ries.                     

     Lexile: 670      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 4.5, AR Pts: 9   

Capture the Flag— Kate Messner 

When the original Star Spangled Banner is stolen, seventh-graders Anne, Jose, and Henry, all descendants 

of the Silver Jaguar Society, pursue suspects on airport carts and through baggage handling tunnels while stranded at 

a Washington, D.C., airport during a snowstorm.  

 Lexile: 700      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 4.5, AR Pts: 6   

I Funny— James Patterson 

Resolving to become the world's greatest stand-up comedian despite less-than-funny challenges in his life, wheel-

chair-bound middle school student Jamie Grimm endures bullying from his mean-spirited cousin and hopes he will 

be fairly judged when he enters a local comedy contest.  

 Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 3.9, AR Pts: 4   

 One Crazy Summer— Rita Williams-Garcia 

In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother they 

barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that 

their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a 

nearby Black Panther summer camp .  

 Lexile: 750      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 4.6, AR Pts: 7   

Sunny Side Up— Jennifer Holm 

Sunny Lewin is sent to live with her grandfather for the summer in Florida, where she befriends Buzz, a boy com-

pletely obsessed with comic books, and faces the secret behind why she is in Florida in the first place.  

 Lexile: 240      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 2.4, AR Pts: 0.5   

 

Bayou Magic— Jewel Parker Rhodes 

Visiting her grandmother in the Louisiana bayou, ten-year-old Maddy begins to realize that she may be the only 

sibling to carry on the gift of her family's magical legacy.  

Lexile: 410      Accelerated Reader: IL: MG, BL: 3.1, AR Pts: 4   
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